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IISC Students on Climate Change Action 

http://news.niticentral.com/2016/01/01/iisc-students-on-climate-change-action/ 

Bengaluru, Dec 31 (PTI) Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar today said the government will surely 

think of banning use of phosphate in detergents when there was an alternative to do so.” 

The professor here has given a very good idea. 

He said why should we use phosphate in detergents when an alternative already exists which is cost-effective; is 

a better technology and which is clear ..,” he said in an interaction with Indian Institute of Science (IISc) 

students at a seminar on Climate Change here.” 

Why not? We can definitely think of banning use of phosphate in detergents,” he said. 

Javadekar said he would take up the issue with the officials of concerned department and see what best practices 

could be put to use in making phosphate-free detergents.” 

I will definitely take this issue with the officials of the concerned department. 

We will consider, and see what best practices can be (followed to make phosphate-free detergents),” he added. 

Earlier, speaking after inaugurating ‘Adamya Chetana Seva Utsav-2015-16′ here, Javdekar said that to realise 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s slogan ‘Clean India, Green India’, Environment Ministry has decided to make 

environment a people’s movement. 

Calling the Bengaluru lakes “treasure of Bengaluru”, he said they have to be restored to its optimum 

efficiency.” 

Therefore we will do yet another comprehensive review in the month of February of all lakes- conservation, 

preservation and improvement of all lakes in Bengaluru. 

Central government will also help,” Javdekar said.” 

With the help of state government, corporation and other bodies along with people we will make our lakes, our 

environment clean. 

Clean lakes, clean Bengaluru will contribute to clean India, green India,” he added. 

Adamya Chetana is a voluntary organisation working in the field of social development run by Union Minister 

Ananth Kumar and his wife Tejaswini. 
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January 4 

IIT Roorkee begins new year by expelling 3 students for 

attendance backlog  

http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/iit-roorkee-begins-new-year-by-expelling-3-students-for-atte-38468108 

IIT Roorkee expelled three students in the first-year bachelor programme on January 1, 2016. The reason cited 

was the failure to fulfil minimum attendance requirement of 75%. These three students will now be barred from 

attempting their exams. Earlier, last year IIT Roorkee had expelled 73 students from the first year for scoring 

less than 5 point grade in CGPA. But after the intervention by parents and directions from the High Court, IIT 

Roorkee re-admitted these students on certain conditions. The basic requirement was a minimum of 75% 

attendance in each course. 

The aforementioned students, two of whom belong to Polymer Science and Engineering department and the 

other from Electrical Engineering department had previously been expelled along with 70 other students for 

scoring below the 5 point grade CGPA. IIT Roorkee re-admitted these students by enforcing the conditions that 

these students should pass every course in the semester, but most important of all, they must maintain 75% 

attendance for each course. The failure to do so has invited wrath from the institute. 

Arvindra Meena of Polymer Science and Engineer, whose name has been struck off the roll call said,"We were 

warned before our re-admission about the strict attendance but, I was unwell for a period of time, which is why 

I couldn't attend classes. Since it is a holiday for the institute on the weekends I will meet our professor on 

Monday. I hope that he will understand my situation."  

PaGaLGuY has a copy of the notice that was issued to the students. On conversation with Prof. Pramod A, 

Dean of Academic affairs, PaGaLGuY was told that the students had approached the institute for an appeal, but 

there will be no reconsideration in the decision. No sort of concessions, even on medical grounds, will be given 

any further to these students. 

These 3 students have now been rusticated from IIT Roorkee, and their fate hangs in a balance. 

IIM-A sets up search committee for new Chairman 

Four-member search panel, headed by AM Naik, comprises Arvind Ltd's Sanjay Lalbhai, 

Cadila's Pankaj Patel and Pepsico India's D Shivakumar 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iim-a-sets-up-search-committee-for-new-chairman-

116010200269_1.html 

With L&T Group’S Executive Chairman A M Naik stepping down as chairman of its board of governors, the 

Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-A) has set up a search committee to fill the post. 

 

According to institute sources, a four-member search committee, headed by Naik, comprising other board 

members — Sanjay Lalbhai (CMD, Arvind Ltd), Pankaj Patel (CMD, Cadila Healthcare Ltd) and D 

Shivakumar (Chairman & CEO, India Region, Pepsico India Holdings) — has been set up. 

 

IIM-A, in an official communique, said Naik would continue in the position till a new chairman is identified. 

The search committee is likely to come up with shortlisted candidates within three months, it has been learnt.  

http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/iit-roorkee-begins-new-year-by-expelling-3-students-for-atte-38468108
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iim-a-sets-up-search-committee-for-new-chairman-116010200269_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/iim-a-sets-up-search-committee-for-new-chairman-116010200269_1.html


Page 8 of 10 

 

While a revised memorandum of association (MoA) empowers IIM-A's Board to set up a search committee and 

come up with names of potential candidates, institute sources said the final appointment would be made by the 

ministry of human resource and development (MHRD). 

In his resignation letter to the ministry, Naik had cited time constraints as the reason for his decision. In 2012, 

Naik took over from Vijaypat Singhania of Raymond Group as chairman for a three-year term, and was re-

appointed for another three years early this year. During his first tenure, Naik had been instrumental in brining 

Harvard Law School's Ashish Nanda to IIM-A as its first overseas director. Later, Naik also played a key role in 

bringing another senior Harvard faculty Srikant Datar on IIM-A’s Board. 

 

Meanwhile, commenting on Naik’s resignation, Nanda said, “Mr. Naik initiated many exciting initiatives at 

IIM-A and has been a bulwark of support and encouragement to the institute. We are grateful for his 

stewardship and appreciative of his legacy.” 

Pankaj Patel appointed as Chairman of IIM Udaipur 

http://udaipurtimes.com/pankaj-patel-appointed-as-chairman-of-iim-udaipur/ 

Pankaj Ramanbhai Patel, who currently serves as the Chairman and Managing Director of the pharmaceutical 

giant Zydus Cadila, has been appointed as the Chairman of IIM Udaipur. The Ministry of Human Resources 

and Development, Govt. of India made the appointment earlier this week. 

Mr. Patel, who holds a masters degree in Pharma and Pharmaceutical Technology from Gujarat University and 

a Law degree from University of Mumbai, is widely known as one of the most successful and innovative Indian 

pharma entrepreneurs. 

He has been serving as the Senior Vice President of FICCI since December 2015 and President of Gujarat 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry since 2006. He has also been on Leadership positions in multiple 

pharmaceutical companies like Cipla, DialforHealth and BAAP Diagnostics. He was awarded as “Pharma Man 

of the Year” by the Federation of Indian Industry and Economists in 2004. 

IIM Udaipur is delighted to have a person of this stature as its Chairman and it hopes to benefit from Mr. Patel’s 

experience to achieve greater accomplishments. 

State to have tie-up with IIT, BITS 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/state-to-have-tieup-with-iit-bits/article8062764.ece 

The Telangana Government has decided to avail the services of experts in IIT and BITS here to overcome 

technical issues that would crop up in the implementation of Mission Kakatiya, the programme taken up for 

revival and restoration of minor irrigation tanks and major irrigation projects. 

Minister for Irrigation T. Harish Rao told the officials of the department during a video conference held from 

the Secretariat on Sunday to utilise the services of expertise available in IIT and BITS. He directed Principal 

Secretary S.K. Joshi to talk to the two premier technological institutions for having a formal a tie-up with them. 

Reviewing the progress of Mission Kakatiya with officials in Adilabad, Karimnagar, Medak, Nizamabad, 

Ranga Reddy, Warangal, Mahabubnagar, Nalgonda and Khammam districts, the Minister directed them to 

complete all works taken up in the first phase by March 31. He told the quality control engineers to inspect the 

completed works before giving closure reports and clear the bill only after completion of entire work. 

http://udaipurtimes.com/pankaj-patel-appointed-as-chairman-of-iim-udaipur/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/state-to-have-tieup-with-iit-bits/article8062764.ece
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Asking the engineers to prepare a time schedule for the second phase works of Mission Kakaitya, the Minister 

also wanted them to prepare estimates for 50 per cent of the tanks to be taken up under second phase by January 

15 and estimates for all proposed works by January-end. 

It was further decided to fill vacant posts of Superintending Engineers at Nizamabad and Mahabubnagar and 

Executive Engineers at Jagityal, Mancherial, Nagarkurnool and Eturunagaram. 

Stating that appointment of Assistant Executive Engineers for the department would be completed by the Public 

Service Commission in the next 15 days, the Minister asked the officials to handover responsibilities to them 

with a brief training. 

Mr. Harish Rao told the engineers to form village-level committees for protection and maintenance of tanks 

restored/revived under phase one and taken up soil test of the silt in the tanks proposed to be taken up under 

phase two. He noted that only 20 tanks were being taken up in every Assembly constituency in the second 

phase. 

Engineer-in-Chief C. Muralidhar, Project Director G. Malsur, Minor Irrigation Chief Engineers B. Nagender 

Rao and K. Suresh Kumar also participated in the video conference. 

IIT-M: designer alloys by chemical reactions  

Clusters of gold and silver react spontaneously to make alloy clusters 

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/iitm-designer-alloys-by-chemical-reactions/article8058592.ece 

Nothing whatsoever will happen if large chunks of silver and gold kept in proximity even for infinite period. 

But the same cannot be said when the two metals are at nanoscale.  

A path-breaking work by a team led by Prof. T. Pradeep, Department of Chemistry, IIT Madras has shown that 

two nanoscale pieces of metals react spontaneously at room temperature even in solution to make new alloys of 

well-defined composition. The study was published recently in the Journal of American Chemical Society 

(JACS).  

“This means that metals with well-defined properties may be created in solution, just by chemical reactions. 

From a scientific perspective, this study shows that nanoparticles are similar to molecules and reactions between 

them can be written like chemical reactions:  

A + B → C + D. This is a big step forward in the chemistry of nanomaterials,” said Prof. Pradeep. “So far we 

wrote such reactions only with organic and inorganic molecules, as:  

2H + O → 2H2O.  

Alloys are made mostly by heating the constituents, often to high temperatures. But in this case, the researchers 

have been able to make alloys in solution at room temperature with precise composition control, to the extent 

that each atom is controlled.  

The team of researchers led by Prof. Pradeep has shown that nanometre-sized particles or clusters of gold and 

silver react spontaneously in solution at room temperature to make alloy clusters of precise structure and 

composition.  

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/iitm-designer-alloys-by-chemical-reactions/article8058592.ece
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“Metal clusters comprise a few atoms of matter and are very different from their bulk powders. Reactions 

happen between clusters and not between bulk powders of gold and silver. This is because nanomaterials are 

‘metastable’ and are more reactive than their bulk counterparts,” he said.  

As a result, clusters of gold and silver produce new alloys when in solution. The clusters of gold (Au) and silver 

(Ag) used in the study were Au25 and Ag44. These are precise molecules composed of 25 atoms of gold and 44 

atoms of silver respectively, and are under 2 nanometresin diameter.  

A chemical reaction between Au25 and Ag44 in solution will give rise to alloys of AgAu and AuAg 

composition. The reaction can be represented as:  

Au25 + Ag44 → AgAu24 + AuAg43  

In this case, the reaction products are alloys of precise composition. “The final composition of the product will 

depend on the composition of the reactants. So more of Ag and less of Au will give rise to an alloy of Ag type,” 

Prof. Pradeep explained.  

Such reactions may be made to happen to make alloys of many different metals such as platinum, palladium, 

iridium, nickel, etc. and new materials may be made, all in solution, at room temperature.  

“The excitement in nanotechnology is due to the unusual properties of materials when sizes of particles reduce 

to nanometres. This happens because of ‘electronic confinement’ — an effect when electron motion is limited 

to extremely short distances, of the order of nanometres,” he said.  

This kind of reactions would mean that metallurgical processes may be done differently tomorrow. “Many 

nanoscale materials have new properties which are useful in catalysis. They could be luminescent or magnetic. 

Designer alloys with new properties may be made by these reactions,” he added.  

 

 

 

 


